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SOME PRETTY GOOD MUSICAL CHEMISTRY

DANIEL KESSLER: I met Paul at an NYU summer program in Paris. He 
was just out of high school but he carried himself with a certain 
sense of confidence and maturity for someone his age. He took 
himself seriously, and other people took him seriously.
PAUL BANKS: I thought Daniel had a neat sense of style and I thought 
he was pretty together. He was just a nice guy, whereas I was kind 
of wild in my way. I was smoking weed with the teacher, you know 
what I mean? I didn’t smooch the teacher, but, you know, it was a 
guy teacher.
DANIEL KESSLER: I knew he played guitar and sang, or he told me that.
PAUL BANKS: I was busking outside of the Centre Pompidou and 
Daniel was more, “I’m gonna go back to my brother’s apartment 
and we’re gonna go see a film and have dinner, if you’d like to 
come.” Whereas I was sort of like, “Whatever, man, do you have 
any weed?”
DANIEL KESSLER: I’ve got two older brothers. One is a literary agent. 
He lives in Paris.
APRIL LONG: Daniel’s other brother was an editor at the NME! I re
member being in the office and an early Interpol single or the demo 
turning up— I was reviewing the singles— and he was like, “Ugh, 
it’s my brother’s dumb band.”
DANIEL KESSLER: To this day, Paul’s a pretty tardy person. Back then, 
as an eighteen year old, we were in this French class together, and 
he’d come in, and it would be a crazy tale about why he was late. It 
really did happen, in a way, but it was part of his disposition, too.
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PAUL BANKS: I’m a mess sometimes.
DANIEL KESSLER: But he always carried himself with an air of confi
dence, an air of belonging; even as an eighteen year old, he wasn’t 
awkward or shy. We talked about music for a minute, and I could 
tell we didn’t aesthetically have a lot in common.
PAUL BANKS: I listen to old hip hop.
PETER KATIS: Since the beginning of our relationship, Paul Banks has 
been trying to get me to appreciate hip hop. He once played me 
this brand new guy, at the time, called Kanye West.
PAUL BANKS: It’s funny because I don’t listen to what you want to hear 
I listen to. I always get the feeling— I’m in England and people 
are asking me what my influences are and I’m saying it and they’re 
just kind of looking at me like, “Are you done?” What I listen to 
doesn’t come across in our music.
DANIEL KESSLER: I just had a feeling about Paul.
PAUL BANKS: The first clue I had that there was something to Daniel 
was when we were taking the final exam in this course— this is 
with the teacher that I’d smoked hash with. I’m sitting there, doing 
my exam, and Daniel calls the teacher over and he just says, “I can’t 
do this right now.” And he left. He just fucking walked out of the 
final exam. I was like, “Look at Daniel, man! Look at the fuckin’ 
badass who just said fuck it to the final and left!” I was kind of like, 
“All right, there’s something to that guy.”
DANIEL KESSLER: At some point I’d realized, “If I don’t try to do some
thing with music, I might be pretty sad in my life.” I was never an 
overly confident person, so to me it was about owning up to the fact 
that whether it works out or not, if I don’t at least try, I’ll be miser
able. I really understood that, by that point. So when I met Paul I 
was on the lookout.
PAUL BANKS: Back in New York, after we were back from Paris, Dan
iel walked up to me outside of my dorm. I was living off Third and 
he was living off Thirteenth. He walked up to me outside of my 
dorm with this buddy of his who was the highest person I’ve ever 
seen in my life. I’ve never seen anybody as stoned as his friend was 
that day. That was again, for me, a good sign. Like, if Daniel’s roll
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ing with dudes that are that fucking high, then that’s another little 
window into his personality. One thing I noticed early on is Dan
iel’s got tremendous friends. All of Daniel’s friends are excellent, 
excellent people. So, Daniel said, “You know, I’ve got this band. 
Do you wanna come see us rehearse one day?”
DANIEL KESSLER: The first time I saw Carlos. I was in this lecture class 
with him and he was asking questions. I was like, “Really, dude?”
BRIAN LONG: Carlos wore dresses in college.
PAUL BANKS: I’d see this guy once in a while, wearing a black vel
vet skirt down to the ground and a skintight black T shirt tucked 
into the black skirt with a giant crucifix and black hair, walking 
around, like, super regal. You know, fingers up to the world vibe. 
He didn’t give a fuck.
DANIEL KESSLER: We had this class together, it was World War I his
tory, and I was going to drop it. Carlos dressed similarly to me, in a 
button down shirt, stuff people weren’t wearing. I stayed after class 
one day and went up to him. It took all the courage in the world 
to ask him if he played music. But we started talking and we had 
similar stories. He had a similar pair of old school Doc Martens to 
me, the ones with the stitches; we started talking about that.
PAUL BANKS: I’d seen him around and thought, “I like that guy too!” 
Like, “That dude in the shirt is fucking nuts and I like that about 
him.” But we never met. So when I walked into that first rehearsal 
and there’s the guy that walks around in the monk’s outfit, I was 
like, “This is yet another good sign.”
DANIEL KESSLER: I got the guys together in the dorm room and we had 
some pretty good musical chemistry from the start.
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